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1 CoRINTHIANS IV. 2. 


t is required in Stewards, that a 
Man be found faithful.” 


were choſen and authoriſed to — 
the religion of Chriſt, in the world. 


2 Ix the fulfilment of this impor - 
tant  eruſt, they were unwearied in their endeavors, 
and faithful to the death. Their zeal in the cauſe 
of Chriſt was ſingular, —their patience under great 
trials and hardſhips unparallebd. 


In the preateſt dangers, they uniformly and cou- 
rageouſly purſu'd the noble deſign, and ceaſed not 
in their attempts, “till they had fer judgment in 

the 
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the earth,” * and the iſſes that were afar off, had 
embraced the religion of Jeſus. Which paſſionate 
affe&tion to their lord and maſter, were * the labors 
of love,” which they © ſhewed towards his name.“ 


Ar TER their example, ordinary miniſters of the 
goſpel ſhould faithfully and wiſely diſpenſe the word 
and ſacraments, and diligently attend the ſervice of 
God in his church. And in imitation of Paul, 
very gladly ſpend, and be ſpent for”f the benefit of 
mankind, —chearfully ſacrifice the views of worldly 
intereſt, to the winning ſouls to Chriſt, and 
bringing them into the way of ſalvation. 


EvANGELICAL paſtors are, by our apoſtle, 
pointed out, as © miniſters of Chriſt, and ſtewards of 
the myſteries of God.” When regularly ſeparated 
and ſet apart to this office, they are not to be view'd 
as lords over God's heritage, —as maſters of the 
church, but as the ſervants of Chriſt ; who are, in 
obedience to him, required to attend to, the concerns 
of his family. 


DisrIx Guis RENO is their honor, and great 
will be their reward. if with pure aims and upright, 
minds, they faithfully diſpenſe © the goſpel of the 
grace of God,” $ which diſcloſes the important and, 
moſt intereſting truths, that were hid from former 
ages and generations; becauſe herein they © com- 
mend” themſelves to every man's conſcience. in 
the ſight of God,” || and approve themſelves, as, 


* ſtewards of the divine © my{teries.”. 1 


® Iſai. xi iu. 4. + Heb. vi 10. f 2 Cor, xit, 15. 
$ AQs xx, 24. 2 Cor. iv. 2, 5 


that are faved, and in them that periſh.” 
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In diſcharging the duties of this high offlce; 
we ſhould bear in mind, that tis required in 

ſtewards; that a man be found faithful,” ſince they; 

as well as thoſe to whom they winiſter, muſt; one 
day, give an account of their ſtewardſhip to God. 


Ho ſolicitous ſhould we be; that we may, by out 
divine lord and maſter, be pronounced faithful, whe» 
ther thoſe to whom we are ſent © will hear; of whe- 
ther they will forbear ?**—whether our miniſtry be 
ſucceſsful or not Since, by ſuch faithfulneſs, we 
ſhall appear glorious in the eyes of the lord; and 
ſhalt be“ unto God a ſweet ſavor of Chriſt in them 


Wuar more powerful incentive can there be, 
to work upon the mind, and inſpirit the miniſters 
of Chriſt, in their painful employment! Having a 
fincere regard to the glory of God, the honor of the 
redeemer, and the intereſt of his religion, and cheit 
hearts warm'd with love to precious and immor- 
tal ſouls; they will be excited to diligence, ani- 
mited to fidelity and zeal in the work of the lord; 
which being attemper'd with prudence and diſcre- 
tron, will render them uſeful in this world, and raiſe 
them to ſhining honors, in the kingdom of glory. 


Tu x inſpired writer, in the | paſſage before us, 
points out an eſſential qualification of goſpel minis 
ſters; mean farthfulngſs, in the diſcharge of their 
office, | 
n | SOME 
4 Ezek, II. 5, + 2 Cor. H, 15. 


\ 
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Som particular inſtances of this, will be now 
mentioned, or a few thoughts ſuggeſted, ariſing 
naturally from the words, as eharacteriſtic of the 
« faithful ſteward,” or chriſtian miniſter. 


I. Tux chriſtian miniſter, being © found faith- 
ful,” will principally aim at the honor and intereſt 
of his divine lord and maſter, particularly in the 
final happineſs of the people of his charge. 


I 8#4LL take it for granted, tis needleſs to add, 
that when we ſpeak of the honor of Chriſt, as the 
end of our miniſterial ſervices, we are to view it 
connectedly with the glory of Gop, to which that 
of Chriſt, as mediator, hath its ultimate reference. 
We don't intend here, the glory which the ſon had 
with the tather, before the world was :—But we 
conſider Chriſt, as God manifeſt in the fleſh,” 
for the redemption of the world, as the anointed of 
God, the one mediator between God and men” $— 
the one lord,” and head, and © ſaviour of his 
body, the church, under which characters. 
they for whom he mediates, his pardoned and 
adopted ones, owe, and ſhould cordially make re- 
turns of praiſe and gratitude and love, both in 
their hearts and lives. , 


Taz miniſters of Chriſt are under indiſpenſable 
obligation, to ſeek his honor and intereſt, as being 
the. meſſengers of Chriſt,” his /ervents in an ap- 
propriate ſenſe, | 

| War 
{ I Tim. III. 16. 5 Tim. If. 5. 2 Eph. 1v. f. and v. 23. 
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W#ar is our meſſage, but © to beſeech ſinners in 
8 Chriſt's ſtead, to be reconciled to God ?˙ What is 
e our ſervice, but like the angels, yet in another man- 


ner, to“ miniſter to thoſe who ſhall be heirs of 
Salvation ?”+ and, to do, in ſome ſeuſe, as the fore- 


h- runner of the Me//zab did, make ready a peo- 
eſt ple prepared for the Lord?“ -f To advance the 


he religion of Jeſus both in the knowledge and practice 
of it, which is no leſs than the“ kingdom of God 
among men?“ To explain the method of reconcilia- 


dd, tion, and the bleſſings and conditions of the goſpel- 
the covenant ? To perſuade the profeſſors of chriſtianity, 
y It to a correſponding behaviour, that they may be © the 
that diſciples of Chriſt indeed? To be guides to others 
3 in the paths of truth, and peace and holineſs, and to 
had aſſiſt them in the acquirement of thoſe divine virtues 
we and graces, which may prepare them for a lot among 
n, the ſaints in light? This, this is what we are to 
* of endeavor with the greateſt intenſeneſs of ſoul. 
f his Nor to inſtruct men how to diſpute and contend, 
ters. but to gain them to Chriſt, and to the love of uni- 
4 and verſal goodneſs. We muſt not © preach ourſelves; 
ce re- but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord.“ Neither muſt we ſuffer 
wh in our paſſions, our pride, and envy to intermixwith and 


corrupt the ſingleneſs of our intention for the honor 
of our maſter, which ought to abſorb all theſe. We 


enfable ſhould dereſt all party views; be equally indiſſerent 
s being to our own ſecular concerns, and to the intereſt of 
an ap- any denomination of chriſtians whatever, any ſur- 

| ther than, as by encouraging that, we conſult che 
b. intereſt 


* 2 Cor, v. 20. f Luke I. 17. f Heb. L. 13. 
2 8 2 Cor. IV, 5. 
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intereſt of Chriſt, and of true godlineſs. For, in 
truth, all things elſe, in compariſon of this, are, what- 
ever ſome may imagine, too trivial to demand out 
atrention, and much more to be worth ſtriving about, 


We may not flatter the vices, or comply with the 
fickleneſs of our people in things baneful to religion, 
any more then ſtudy how to gratify our own. We 
are, indeed, to“ pleaſe” all men for their“ good 
to edification,”* but no man for fear of his reſent- 
ment, and to accompliſh any ſelfiſh view ; for, if we 
thus pleaſe men, how are we the ſervants of Chriſt ? 


In a word, if we ſeek glory, it muſt be that 
which flows from our being workers together with 
the Son of God, in the recovery of loſt man. And, 
yerily, here, and in ſimilar inſtances of doing good, 
ambition is a virtue, — here alone it can be approved. 
Glorious indeed ! to be an '* inſtrument of divine 
grace in freeing ſouls from bondage and death, and 
guiding them, in the way of righteouſneſs, to im- 
mortal honors,” Herein we unitedly act for our- 
ſelves, for the higheſt benefit of mankind, for the 
honor of the redeemer, and for the glory of (30d; 
for the cauſe of holineſs is the cauſe of all theſe. 


In particular, we cannot ſerve Chriſt more accep- 
tably, than by being ſerviceable to the ſouls of men, 
to inſlruct, to ediſy and to comfort them —For theſe, 
« he laid down his life, f <theſe are the * flock 
and church of God, which he purchaſed with his 

own 


* Rom. xv. 2. + 1 Joba 111. 16. 
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own blood; I committing the care and overſight of 
them to men. When theſe are brought to glory, 
he * ſeeth of the travail of his ſoul, and is ſatisfied ;"'$ 
and evidences © the power of his grace” in their 
converſion and final perſeyerance, as in © making his 
foul an offering tor their ſins,” he manifeſted the un- 
equal'd greatneſs of his love, I pals to ſay, 


II. In preaching the goſpel, and in all parts of 
bis important truſt, the faithful ſteward, or ſervant 
of Chriſt, will think himſelf obliged to purſue that 
method, which is beſt ealculated to anſwer the glo- 
rious end now mentioned... What is this method? 
My reverend fathers and brethren will bear with me; 
while I attempt to © ſtir up their pure minds in a way 
of remembrance,” by briefly ſuggeſting—— 


We are at proper times, and as our ſubject may 
lead us, “ to ſet the evidences of the chriſtian reli- 
gion”? before our hearers, in the fulleſt manner we 
can; that their © faith ſhould not ſtand in the wiſ- 
dom of men ;”||—be not the mere effect of educa- 
tion, but a rational act which, I venture to ſay, is the 
faith, which being evidenced by a good life, does 


moſt honor to Chriſt, in public view, and moſt 
befits reaſonable creatures. 


ALso, we ſhould embrace all opportunities of 
ſhewing them „the excellency of chriſtian doctrines 
and precepts”—(which by the way, in part, proves 
it to be divine) and obſerving to them. how ad mirably 

B 2 they 


3 Acts XX. 28. 6 lai, uu. 10 11, 1 Cor. II. $+ 
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they all harmonize in one grand end, viz. © the glory 
of God,” in the happineſs of man. It ſhould be 
our endeavor to convince them, that all the re- 
quirements, peculiar to the goſpel, are reaſonable, and 
either naturally ariſe, as we are fallen creatures 
reſtored by the mediation of Chriſt, to an aſſurance 
of the full favor of God, and eternal blefſedneſs ; 
or are well adapted, as means, to facilitate the 
practice of moral and chriſtian virtues, and our 
com inual improvement in them. In this way, we 
ard moſt likely to bring men to that obedience of 


the goſpel, which will be ſteady and unitorm, 


- . pleaſing 10 God—for the credit of their religion, 


and its divine founder. 


= 


CavuTious ſhould we be, to preach nothing but 
the © pure uncorrupted doftrine of Jeſus Chriſt” — 
not mingling what is Human, and ſometimes worſe, 
with what is divine. No good man will deſignedly 
do this, but he may do it inadvertently. He may 
have his favorite opinions, which he never fully tried 
by the ſtandard of ſcripture ; he may have taken 
things too much upon truſt, and ſubſtituted the 
interpretations of ſcripture, by fallible men, in the 
room of ſcripture doctrines themſelves. Hath he 
« ſearched. the ſcriptures diligently,” that he might 
have „the mind of Chriſt”* in them? Hath he, 
as much as poſlible, laid afide prejudice ? and pro- 
ceeded with care, comparing one paſſage with ano- 
ther ?—-[f he has neglected this, he has not diſ- 
charged his duty properly in this matter, Not that 

ve 


® x Cor. II. 16. 


An Ordinatian SER MO N. 13 


we are, without any reaſon for it, to ſuſpect the 
truth of choſe things which we have been taught, 
and much leſs to think the worſe of them, becauſe 
they are commonly taught and believed, 


NEe1THER ought we to perſiſt in the belief of 
received opinions without reaſon ;—when we have 
the Bible in our hands, and, after we have taken all 
poſſible care to underſtand that facred book, - ſhall 
be better able to determine (for ourſelves I intend) 
which among the various contending parties of 
chriſtians, come neareſt their common rule ; or at 
leaſt ſnall be juſtified to our o minds, if it ſhould 
prove that we have migjudged ; alweys remembring 
that a pure and humble mind, equally remote from 
every extreme, is the beſt prepared for finding 
out the truth: And that, together with theſe ami- 
able diſpoſitions of mind, we ought to join our 
earneſt prayers to the father of lights for his divine 
illumination, which, perhaps, we have more reaſon 
to expect than other men; becauſe not only our own . 
per ſonal conduct, but that of others may, in ſome 
degree, depend upon the notions we imbibe. 


THaT we may be more careful how we publiſh 
any doctrines, without examining whether they are 
really a part of the chriſtian ſcheme, let us conſider, 
that while we are wedded to any Human creeds and 
confeſſions, tis very poſſible, that ſome part of what 
we are building upon the common foundation 
be only © hay and ſtubble,” and not what we take 


F 3 Cor, III. 12. 
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it for, gold and ſilver —; and that ut ſliall go with- 
out that praiſe from God which we ſhould have had, 
if we had fought his will more at his mouth. 
The nearer we keep to the purity of the goſpel, ſo 
much more good is the goſpel, in our hands, likely 
to do. And I leave it to be conſidered, whether 
one way of preſerving the ſimplicity of ſcripture 
doctr ines may not be, either not to depart from the 
language in which the Holy Ghoſt hath ſeen fit to 
deliver them; or when we do, to. expreſs ourſelves 
in the moſt intelligible words, and neareſt reſembling 
the ſimplicity of the ſeriptures; ſtudiouſly avoiding 
all obſcure terms, and ſubtil diſtinqtions, which are 
of no profit, but to the ſubverting of choſe that 
deal in them, Again, 


WovuLD we pattern after the apoſtle Paul, we 
muſt not “ ſhun to declare the whole counſel of 
God;”} for ſo he declares, that he did not, in his 
pathetic addreſs to the e/ders of Epheſus. And what 
this means, is be!t explained by another paſſage, in 
the ſame diſcourſe, that he had“ kept back nothing 
that was profitable for them, teſtifying to the Jerws 
and alſo to the Greeks, repentance toward Gad. and 
faith toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt“ Let this be 
for our imitation. Let us always conſider what is 
profitable for our hearers, of which kind we may be 
ſure every thing is, that is a part of * repentance to- 


wards God,” and of that “ faith in Chriſt Jeſus," 


by which the juſt do live. 
| NoTHING 
1 Acts xx. 27, 


] 
( 
u 
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NoTninG that is neceſſary to faith, and holineſs, 
ſhould be left unexplained and unentorced; for this 
would be one way of “handling the word of God 
deceitfully,””$— by which means, inſtead of “com- 
mending ourſelves to every man's conſcience in the 
ſight of God,” we ſhould only get in favor with 
their luſts. 


As for doubtful opinions, they ſhould always be 
given for what they are, and ſeldom have place in 
our diſcourſes. And when things are of % impor- 
tance, however ſatisfied we may be in our own minds 
of their truth ; they ſhould not have more ſtreſs laid 
upon them than they will warrant, nor be ſtrenuouſly 
urged upon thoſe, who are in different ſentiments : 
— The end of our preaching being * the profit of 
many, that they may be ſaved,”|| we ought to avoid, 
whatever would render our labors uufruitful, 


Id the manner of preaching, that way is ſurely 
to be preferr'd, which is belt adapted to“ enlighten 
the underſtanding ;” and to “affect and reform the 
heart ;” ſuch plainneſs of ſpecch, ſuch an eaſy method 
in dividing a diſcourte, ſuch a familiar way of rea- 
ſoning, as will ſhew that we don't neglect the loweſt 
capacities; and withal, ſuch a decenry and propriety 
as cannot be condemned by the more diſcerning. 


Hrxtveon I aſk what more is neceſſary to the 
preaching of Chriit ? For my ſelf, I freely own, 
that J underſtand nothing elſe by preaching of 


Chriſt, than preaching the religion of Chriſt, as 
now explained. 1 1 


$ 2 Cor. 1. 3. {| 2 Cor. X. 33. 
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Ir we conſider Chriſt Jeſus as the author of our 
religion, we can, no other way, give men ſo high 2 
notion of him as by teaching them to conceive moſt 
honorably of that; which; I truſt is not done by 
telling them that the doctrines and precepts of the 
goſpel are irreconcileable to reaſon, and overthrow 
all our natural notions of things; but contrariwiſe, 
by proving that no man, who makes a proper uſe 
of his reaſon, can refuſe his aſſent to the chriſtian 
revelation, or find fault with it ; its precepts having 
ſo evident a tendency to ſecure the happineſs of man- 
kind, and its doctrines to give weight to its precepts; 
und neither of them being unworthy to come from 
the fountain of truth and perfection. 


Now * the work of converſion,” .as ſome explain 
it, is of ſuch a nature, that reaſon and confideration 
have little or no influence upon it ; though by the 
way, the excellency of the chriſtian religion does not 
conſiſt only in the excellency of its end, the © glory 
of God in the reſtoration of man to his image and 
favor,” but likewiſe of the means employed for the 
accompliſhment of this end ; as the excellency of 
theſe means muſt appear in their due lubſerviency to 
the end deſigned by them and not barely in their 
being the condition, without which God will not 
work grace in the ſoul. 


Ixo EE D, the excellency of the power is more 
apparently of God, when the means contribute no- 
thing to the effect. bu: we are not hence to infer, 
that the faith of the goſpel is an admirable means 


of purifying the heart, and making men “ partakers 
of 


CY © ef a as MO 72 


"4 
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of a divine nature,” * if an immediate and irreſiſtible 
operation of the Holy Spirit does all, and faith, as a 
moral cauſe, or motive, doth nothing. And allows 
ing, there is a © real ſanctifying virtue in the goſpel, 
under the influences of the Holy Spirit,“ this 
virtue muſt proceed from a fitneſs in the doctrines 
and precepts of the goſpel, to beget in us the love of 
God, and of thoſe qualities and actions that will 
make us like God; which love muſt be the effect 
of a conviction that the things which the goſpel 
aſcribes to God, as adorable perfections, and requires 
of man in order to his reſembling God, are, in their 
own nature, lovely and excellent. 


AxD ſince Chriſt is the glorious ſubject of the 
goſpel revelation, as well as the divine author of it, 
he that goes over all the parts of this revelation, and 
thoſe ofteneſt which are moſt eſſential and uſeful, 
cannot avoid frequently ſpeaking of Jeſus Chriſt, 
his perſon, and offices, his /ife and death, his abaſe- 
ment and exaltaticn, together with his amazing love 
to the children of men manifeſted in all theſe ; and, 
if he loves his ſubject, will preſs the duties of the 
chriſtian life from theſe motives, and not fail to 
take notice of all that Chriſt did, and ſuffered, and 
taught on earth, and is now doing in heaven, viz. to 
turn men from fin to holineſs, and, by faith and ho- 
lineſs, unto God, 


- Tr there be any, who are not ſatisfied with all this, 
but will needs have more, though not contained in 
{cripture, at leaſt according to our notion of things, 


v. C and 


* 2 Pet, I. 4. 
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and even inconſiſtent with the doctrine therein 
taught, we pray to be excuſed, if we do not leave 
our own way for theirs, till we ſee better reaſon for it. 


Ws, at once agree with them, that he is the 
beſt preacher of Chriſt, whoſe way of preaching is 
beſt fitted to convince men of their need of a ſavior, 
and to bring them to eſteem and /ove him, to truſt 
in, and depend upon him tor grace and glory. 


Bur then, no ſerious chriſtian will think that 
man has a regular truſt in Chriſt, who truſts him 
for what he never promiſed, and even againſt the 
conſtant tenor of his promiſes and declarations ; 
or that he hath a true eſteem and love of Chriſt, 
who, while he talks in a high ſtrain of the lovelineſs 
of his perſon, neglects to imitate the virtues of his 
divine life; and inſtead of keeping his command- 
ments, which is the rule that Chriſt hath himſelf 
given us to judge of our love by, is in raptures to 
think that Chriſt hath left nothing for ſame men 
to do, but with vain confidence to believe that he 


hath done all for them.— Unhappy ſouls! who 


have /o learned Chriſt; fo as St. Paul tells the 
Epbeſians they had * not learned him, if they had 
been taught by him as the truth is in Jeſus,”*— 
They had not learned Chriſt, ſo as to be guilty of 
the immoralities which the apoſtle had before men- 
tioned ; which he will do well to conſider, who 


fagcy theintelves to have learned Chriſt better than 


other people, and to have a better notion of ju/7:- 
Hing faith, becauſe they have a more contemptible 


one of good works, 
8 * Eph, iv. 21, Is 
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In the other parts of his office and behaviour, 
the perſon, I am deſcribing, will take care that all 
things, in the worſhip of God, “be done decently, 
and in order.“ In prayer, and the adminiſtration 
of the ſacraments, he will be deſirous of perform- 
ing his part fo, as to ſecure the reverence due to 
the inſtitutions and offices of religion, and to ex- 
cite and keep up a ſpirit of piety, and a ſober 
rational devotion. 


He will alſo deport himſelf at other times and 
places, as well as © in the houſe of God,” after ſuch 
a manner, that the prejudices too commonly taken 
up againſt religion may be removed; and he may 
gain a place in the affections of thoſe that know him, 
both for 4:mſelf and that. He will conſider, that 
as tis his duty. earneſtly to exhort men to a holy 
and heavenly life, to a contempt of the world, and 
the greateſt ſincerity in all their actions, ſo he can- 
not be diſpenſed with from being © an enſample 
to the flock,” f of theſe and all other chriſtian vir- 
tues, without which, nothing that he can ſay will 
be much regarded. 


He will, in a particular manner, reflect on the 
anſwer of our bleſſed Saviour to that enquiry, 
* who is the greateſt in the kingdom of heaven?“ 
Not the rich, or mighty, or learned, but the moſt 
humble. — He will not * (trive, but be gentle unto 
all men,“ more * apt to teach“ and reaſon, than, 


| where 
+ 1 Cor. xiv. zo, fi pet v. 3. { Mat xvi, 1. 
| | 2 Tim, II. 24, 25. — 
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where argument fails, to ſupply its place with uncha- 


ritable cenſures; in meekneſs inſtructing thoſe. 


that oppoſe themſelves, if God peradventure will 
give them repentance, to the acknowledging of 
the truth.“ 


T only add, 


III. Tax faithful miniſter will eſteem the ap- 
probation of his Lord, an abundant recompence for 
all the toils and ſelf-denial he can undergo ia his 
ſervice. Great things he may neither ſeek, nor 
expect, (in this ſtate I mean, where indeed the great- 
eſt things are but little to a great mind) difficulties 
and diſcouragment he may and muſt expect without 


ſeeking. 


STATED and common duties of his office, rightly 
to be performed, will coſt him much care and 
watchfulneſs and induſtry, though his love to Chriſt, 
and to the ſouls of men, will make his work much 
eaſier than it otherwiſe would be; and, perhaps, 


after all his labors and prayers, he may have 


little ſucceſs. 


Tux weaknefles and failings of good men them- 
ſelves, may occaſion him ſome trouble, and the obſti- 
nacy and perverſeneſs of others, who hate to be 
reformed, a great deal more. He may loſe the 
friendſhip of ſome, by thoſe very things which ought 


to increaſe their eſteem of him; they may become 


his enemies, becauſe he tells them the truth,”*— 
Hz 


. * Gal. 1v. 16. 


1 


thy Lord.“ 5 
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He may be evil ſpoken of, and faults found with 
his preaching, his temper, his converſation. If this 
prove the caſe, he ſhould be ſo much his own friend, 
as to examine whe:her he hath given ground for 
theſe cenſures, and ro deal fincerely with himſelf, 
not juſtifying or ſparing any faults becauſe they 
are his own. 


Bor if, allowance being made for the common 
imperfections of humanity, he ſtands acquitted to 
his own mind, he need not doubt of being accepted of 
Chriſt, © who judgeth not as man judgeth.“ Tis 
enough that his Saviour hath promiſed, that he wall - 
be with his faithful ſervants in the miniſtry © to the 
end of the worldꝰ —tis enough that he will “ ſtand 
by them, and ſtrengthen them”f ;—and in the laſt 
general aſſembly will pronounce that reviving ſen» 
tence „well done good and faithful ſervants, thou 
haſt been faithful over a few things, I will make thee 
ruler over many,—enter thou into the joy of 


ROM the text, and preceeding diſcourſe, it may 

be inferred, that tis the duty of chriſtian mis 
niſters boldly to ſpeak the truth, and reprove vice, 
whatever offence may be taken. We are. my reve- 
rend fathers and brethren, to diſcharge our duty 
faithfully, and leave the iſſue of all to God. 


Permars, our boldneſs in the diſcharge of our 
miniſtry, may prove prejudicial to our wordly 
intereſt; 


+ Mat. XXxviil. 20. f Zech. x. 12. { Mat. xx v. a1. 
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intereſt ; but nothihg of this kind, is ſo great as to 
ſtand in competition with the intereſt of our own, 
and our people's ſouls, 


Ox it may be, if we will not hold our peace; but 
will needs be preaching up unpopular truths, and 
laſhing the reigning vices of the age, ſome will take 
offence at our freedom, and, eſpecially, that they are, 
as they think, at liberty to profeſs any religion, or 
to be of none, will forſake our aſſemblies, and either 
Join themſelves. to ſome other congregations, where 
they hope they ſhall hear more agreeable doctrine, or 
perhaps will throw off, at once, all ſhew and profeſ- 
flon of religion, But the fear, or probability of 
this, will not juſtify us in neglecting our own duty, 
which is to be“ inſtant in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon, and 
to reprove, rebuke, and exhort with all long · ſuffer · 
ing and dofrine,” * 


Tuts is the direction that Paul gives to Timothy, 
and in him, to all goſpel miniſters; and that likewiſe, 
when he foreſaw that the conſequence would ſome- 
times be, that ſuch plain dealing would diſoblige 
many, and make them forſake the aſſemblies of the 
faithful; for that he had this then in mind, ſeems 
highly probable, from what he adds in the next 
words : © For the time will come, when they will 
not endure ſound doctrine, but after their own luſts 
ſhall they heap to themſelves teachers, having itch- 
ing ears; and they ſhall turn away their ears from 
the truth.“ 


InDgED, 
* 2 Tim. iv. 2. f Ver, 3 & 4. | 


, 
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Ix DEE D, we ought, as the apoſtle there directs, 
to rebuke and exhort © with all long-ſuffering 
that is, to temper our reproofs with ſuch mildneſs, 
gentleneſs and prudence, as that, if poſſible, we may 
give no offence to any. But if it be the truth it/elf 
that gives the offence, and not the imprudent man- 
ner of its delivery, our buſineſs is not to “ pleaſe 
men,” bur God; and we muſt do our duty, and 
rebuke with all authority ;“ not regarding what 
may be the conſequence thereof, 


Many other uſeful reflections might be made 
upon the ſubject, but the time will not permit; 
therefore I ſhall conclude with the addreſſes uſual, 
on occaſions, ſimilar to the preſent, ——— 


To you, Sir, with affectionate concern, I would 
ſay.— The ſcene before you is very intereſting ; 
and demands the higheſt attention and ſolemnity. 


Yov are devoting yourſelf to God, and to his 
ſervice in the goſpel-miniſtry ; and muſt preſently 
receive a molt ſolemn charge to fulfil it. You'll 
give me leave to ſuggeſt, the end and deſign of 
preaching is, in general, to make men * wiſe and 
good, by inſtructing them in the doctrines and pre- 
cepts of the goſpel, urging them to believe in the 
former, and ſubmit to the latter.” This, this is the 
grand point we are to have in view from firſt to laſt, 


and at which we are directly or mediately to aim, 
in all our preaching, 


Taz 
} Tit. II. 15. 


2 * 
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Tu E ſubject dilated upon, makes it almoſt need- 
leſs to add, that you will always chuſe for the ſub- 
ject of your diſcourſes, ſomething of rea/ importance 
to the religious and moral improvement of your au- 

dience ; ſomething: that is big with profitable and 
ſublime truths, ſuch as it becomes a mortal to deli- 
ver, who, in the name of the living God, addreſſes 
rational and orte creatures. 


— Fa Pw Iu * * * 
c 


„ 
4 


4 
: 
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f 
j 
a 
| 


You will avoid entirely every thing that is not 
agreeable to © the form of ſound words, nor good to 
the uſe of edifying.”*— And you will avoid, as much 


as poſſible, “ doubtful diſputations,”+ or controverted : 
matters merely ſpeculative, and the crafty diſtinctions f 
of parties; ſuch as are remote from the ſubſtantials n 
of religion, and apt to beget a contentious diſpoſition, E 
and miſguided zeal, very deſtructive to them. 15 
Vo will always ſtudy to preach, in the moſt uſe- 

ful manner, what appears expedient or proper ; he: 
« approving yourſelf a workman,—rightly dividing deſi 
the word of truth.“ that 

care 


 Govexn'D by this noble principle of uſefulneſs, 
you will labor, in your preparatiogs for the ſanctuary, 
to turn your thoughts into ſuch a channel, as have 
the greateſt rendency to engage the attention, inform 
the minds, and aſſect the hearts of your hearers, 


You 
* Tim. I. 13, T Rom, xiv, 1, Þ 2 Tim. II. 15. 
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You will urge and recommend the ſeveral virtues 
and graces of the chriſtian, becauſe you are-warm'd 
with the love you bear to them. And exclaim 
againſt the oppoſite vices, with a juſt indignation, and 
decent boldneſs, becauſe you deteſt them. A con- 
ſciouſneſs of the integrity of your heart, and a con- 
viction of the goodneſs of your cauſe, will animate 
and bear you out on all occaſions ; ſo that, like your 
Lord and maſter, you will teach © as one having 
authority.“ * 


AcTUATED by a ſublime ſpitit of religion, you 
will never, in any inſtance, © be aſhamed of the goſ- 
pet of Chriſt,” having found it, by happy expe» 
rience, to be“ the power of God to ſalvation.“ 
Having enlarged views of the tranſcendency of a 
redeemeer,—you will be anxious to bring others 
into an acquaintance with him. 


RavisuT with the beauty of holineſs, you will 
be no leſs concerned to inſtru them in the practical 
delign of chriſtianity, and will “ affirm conſtantly, 
that they who have believed in God, ſhould be 
careful to maintain good works.“ 


Your chief ſtudy will be, to unfold and recom- 


mend the goſpel, conſidered as ah humbling, and a 


ſanctifying ſcheme, adapted to lead men from them- 
ſelves ro God, through a mediator, for pardon and 
aſſiſtance, and in this way, train them up to a divine 

by life, 


*. 


* Mat, vii. 29. f Rom. I. 16. f Tit. III. 9. 
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life, Such a deep regard for their happineſs, and 


ſuch @ real concern for the miſery to which they are 


expoſed, will naturally appear in your whole behavi- 
aur, as cannot fail of gaining their hearts, and adding 
a. force and energy even to the plaineſt thingy 
which you deliver. 


Tux eſſential goſpel· doctrine of faith in a crucified 
Saviour, you'll deſcribe, and point out Chriſt Jeſus 
in all his glorious offices, as the only object thereof. 
And will ſhew your hearers, that all the neceſſary 


duties of evangelical obedience muſt flow from a 


principle of renewed nature, and direct them to view 
Chriſt as the moſt ſhining example of obedience ; ro 
conſider him as the head of influences, from whom 
they mult derive grace and ſtrength: for the perfor- 
tance, and depend upou bs mediation for acceptance 
wich the father. 


PrcurrAxR trials and diſcouragement you may 
depend upon, in the faithful diſcharge of your im- 
portant work; you will therefore extend your views 
to Ixsus, who was a pattern of patience, meeknefs 
and felf-denial, and plead his gracious preſence to 
be with you, that you may riſe ſuperior to anxiety 
and deſpondency. While you. wait upon him, he 
will ſtrengtheu, ſupport and comfort you. 


Now Sir. «I commend you to Gad. and to the 
word of his grace.;”* and heartily wiſh you the 
divine bleſſiugs.— In the name of Jeſus, the chief 

ſhepherd, 
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ſhepherd, may you enter into this ſacred office, and 
in his ſtrength be ſucceſs/ully employed. May ved 
be a faithful ſteward—and piadent miniſter of 
Chriſt may you imbibe the excellent ſpirit of your 
predeceſſor, aud build upon the foundation he laid 
after him, here ſhine with equal luſtre, and inſtru- 
mentally fave the ſouls committed to your care. 
May you perſeyere to the end, and you will receive 
« a crown of life.” For © your judgment is with 
the Lord, and your work with your God.”+ 


. And now to you, the church and congregation, 
ſtatedly worſhipping in this place. I truſt, dearly 
beloved, you retain a grateful ſenſe of the favor you 
enjoyed in your late beloved and worthy Pa/tor, } 
whom God, in his providence, called to preſide. in 
the ſchool of the prophets. In which elevated ſta- 
tion, may he long ſhine with increaſing ſplendor, — 
as an honor to that ſeminary, and bleſſing ro the 
churches, by promoting religion, and the beſt hu- 
man literature. Though his paſtoral relation to 
you is diſſolved, you will have the benefit of his 
prayers, judgment and advice; in this way yon ftill 
may have comfort and aſitance from him. 


You were led to the choice of the perſon that 
is ſoon to be your overſeer and ſpiritual guide. 
Receive him as Chriſt's ambaſſador, and treat him 
as a ſteward of his family. Let your affection to 

him 
N + Iſai. xvix. 4. 
The Rev Mr. Sauvst Loc, elected Dee. 18. 1769. 
and March 21. 1770, inſtalled Prefident of Harvard- College. 
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him continue, and be manifeſted by honoring his 
perſon, and ſupporting his character. 


Dur and intereſt are united arguments, which 
ſhould excite you to ſtrengthen his hands, and en- 
courage his heart, by afliſtiong him under trials, by 
promoting the ſincere practice of thoſe important 
truths he delivers; and above all, by uniting in fer- 
vent and inceſſant prayers for him, that he may 
be a faithful and wiſe ſteward of the myſteries of 
God, deal out to every one his portion, in due 
ſeaſon, and order the affairs of the family with diſ- 
cretion, —that he may long miniſter to you, in 
holy things, and obtain grace to be ſucceſsful, 


THERE is an inſtability in human nature,—a dif- 
poſition to diſreliſh and deſpiſe what we are uſed to; 
and for no other reaſon, it may be, but becauſe we 
are uſed to it. Let me therefore ſay, you ought 


not to “ expect or demand, at all times, an equal 
application to the paſſions, in your miniſter's diſ- 

courſes” For ?*tis not with the ſtated paſtors, who : 
go through a courſe of religious ſubjects, as with 1 


them who occaſionally preach to a people. You'll 
never deſire him to neglect your reaſon, —but will 
receive with meekneſs,”* all neceſſary truths, that 
you may increaſe in knowledge, and may become 


+ wiſe to ſalyation,”+ 
| Is 
®* Jam, I, ar. F 2 Tim. ue 15. ; 


a 
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one mouth glorify God.”'$ 
May the Lord of life abundantly bleſs the provi- 


ſions of this houſhald, under the adminiſtration of 


his ſteward ; may his work appear to you his ſer» 
yants, and his glory to your children, 


Wa ſincerely wiſh you, and your paſtor, all the 
bleſſings of the new covenant, in time, and the re- 
wards of grace, from your God, in his eternal 
kingdom. 


I axLyY add to this worſbipping aſſembly: — We 
ſhould all bear ia mind, that we are ſervants, —the 
flewards and houſholds, that we are accountable 
creatures. Our Lord will ſoon, and it may be, 
ſuddenly, call us to an account, 


Tus ſcetigghere below are ſhifring—time haſtens, 
when all things under heaven, will be diſſolved; 
or, we muſt put off mortality, and ſhare in the re- 
wards of virtue, or be miſerable for ever. From 
this time, let us ſeek a city to come, that hath ſable 

foundations : 


t x Pet. I, 22, { Rom, xv. 6 


49 


Ir would have added to the joy of the day, if 
ſome worthy perſons of this community, had been 
active in matters relative to the preſent ſolemnity. 
and heartily concurring with you. Our earneſt 

prayer is, that God would lead them and you into 
your former unanimity,—into perfect harmony, that 
you may * love each other fervently,” } and with 
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foundations : God only. is immutable, becauſe 
cle u All dominion and power ſhall be over- 
-._ Thrown, excepting nis of whom, and throogh 
whom, and to whom are all things.” 


1 at this period, the faithful miniſters of 
Chriſt ; they ſhall ſhine as *ſtars for ever and ever:” 
And blefled, they that do the commandments” 
of their Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


To him be glory in the churches, world 
without end, 


